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. . . Dr. Charles Richet, professor in the University of 
Paris, and secretary of the French Arbitration Society, 
has published a study of international arbitration, under 
the title of " Les Guerres et la Paix." It is a small book 
of one hundred and ninety pages, in ten chapters, and has 
twenty-three illustrations. The publishers are Schleicher 
Freres, Paris. 

. . . Sir Julian (now Baron) Pauncefote will return 
this month to his post as ambassador at Washington. 
He will retire from the diplomatic service next spring. 

. . . Count von Mtlnster, who was president of the 
German Commission at the Hague Conference, has been 
made Prince of Derneburg by Emperor William. The 
German papers think that this honor was conferred not 
so much because of the Count's services at The Hague 
as it was as a mark of conciliation toward France, to 
which von Mtlnster is the German ambassador. 

..." The Neutrality of the Scandinavian States " is 
the title of a pamphlet of forty pages by A. Hedin, pub- 
lished at Stockholm. It elaborates a proposition made 
in the Swedish parliament by Mr. Hedin and a group of 
Deputies, that the King be invited to open negotiations 
for the neutralization of Sweden, Norway and Denmark. 

. . . The International Peace Bureau at Berne has 
published in French in pamphlet form for general circu- 
lation the "Decisions of the Hague Peace Conference." 
The brochure covers fifteen pages and contains all the 
conventions, declarations and expressions of wish. 

. . . Mrs. Belva A. Lockwood, Washington, D. C, cor- 
responding secretary of the- Universal Peace Union of 
Philadelphia, sends us a copy of a twenty-page pamphlet 
recently published by her entitled " Peace and the Out- 
look : an American View." 

. . . The parcels post treaty with Germany, the first 
one arranged by the United States with any European 
country, went into effect the first of this month. Pack- 
ages of merchandise, not to exceed eleven pounds, may 
now be sent by mail to Germany at the rate of twelve 
cents per pound or fraction thereof. This will stimulate 
trade between the two countries and promote friendly 
relations. 

. . . The Cooperative Society of Great Britain, which 
has recently held its annual meeting, has in fifty years 
done a business of three hundred million dollars, with a 
profit of thirty millions. 

. . . The new battleship Kearsarge when fully equipped 
has cost five millions of dollars, enough to endow at four 
per cent, two hundred and fifty families with an income 
of $800 a year for — ever. 

. . . The old affection for France in Alsace-Lorraine 
is said to have cooled very much on account of the in- 
justice and corruption shown in the persecution of 
Dreyfus. 

. . . The Chinese minister at Washington, Wu Ting 
Fang, has lodged with the State Department a protest 
against the military order of General Otis excluding Chi- 
nese from the Philippines, as contrary to international 
law, in violation of existing treaties, in disregard of the 
long maintained friendly relations between the two gov- 



ernments, and uncalled for by any military necessity. 
The result of the protest has been the countermanding 
of General Otis's order until the subject can be further 
looked into. 

. . . There is now a Peace Committee in St. Peters- 
burg. It has offices at " corner of Kirochnaya and Paty- 
omkinskaya, 48, lodging 42." Mrs. R. N. Shabanova, a 
well known lady physician, is president. 

. . . We are greatly indebted to Mrs. Lucy A. Powers, 
of Lansingburg, N. Y., for a picture of her father, Rev. 
Joseph Allen, D. D., one of the original members of the 
American Peace Society in 1828. 

. . . The Philippine Commission, sent out with so much 
eclat, has gone to pieces from inefficiency and internal 
disagreement, and is coming home piece by piece. The 
President is to have a sitting with the Commission when 
the members are drawn in from their various orbits. 

. . . The United States, Great Britain and Germany 
are now engaged in negotiations for the adjustment of 
the claims arising out of the bombardment in Samoa last 
summer. The principle to be followed is that private 
property destroyed in the prosecution of the naval and 
military operations will be paid for. 

. . . The revolution in Venezuela has made rapid 
progress, and the overthrow of the government seems 
imminent. There has been hard fighting and many have 
been killed on both sides. 

. . . The enthusiasm already shown and the voting 
done in the different colonies make it clear that Austra- 
lian federation will soon be an accomplished fact, and 
that the continent under one government will have before 
it a splendid prospect of peaceful and harmonious devel- 
opment, free from the boundary quarrels and irritations 
which have marked the history of all the other continents. 
Is civilization centering there ? 

. . . The Saturday Evening Post of Philadelphia will 
publish in the number for October 7 ex-Speaker Reed's 
impressions of the procedure of French law courts as 
illustrated in the Dreyfus case. 

. . . Russia is to build a ship canal from the Baltic to 
the Black Sea, a distance of about one thousand miles. It 
will cost one hundred million dollars and require ten years 
for completion. 

I I > !■ ■■ ■ 

Correspondence. 



Transvaal Crisis. 

Editor Advocate of Peace : 

In your September issue the article with above head- 
ing is admirable with one exception, — and that of course, 
if in error, is so because of misapprehension of facts. 
You say : " Both countries are wrong. The Boers under 
Krtlger, in the attempt to prevent the swallowing up of 
their country by the greedy, high-handed British gold- 
seekers, have been exclusive and severe toward foreigners 
to a degree impossible of justification in these days." 
This impression has grown out of grossly dishonest mis- 
representation of facts. The British press, from which 
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our ideas are gathered, is under the control of the 
" greedy, high-handed gold-seekers," as you justly term 
them. That the mining interest has been liberally dealt 
with is seen by the London Stock Exchange Year-Book. 
It gives long lists of Transvaal gold mines that pay from 
15 to 675 per cent, a year. That the enemy has no idea 
of even semblance of fair play is seen by his unwilling- 
ness to arbitrate. It is high time, as a matter of inter- 
national Christian citizenship, for us in America to find a 
way to emphatically support application of the Hague 
Peace Conference plan to this case. For Britain to play 
the high-handed murder and robbery evidently contem- 
plated is cowardly and cruel. For us to fail to vigor- 
ously protest will not be creditable to us. The Trans- 
vaal has had generations of bitter experience of British 
driving them north, step by step, from the cape, by in- 
stigating savages to murder women and children, rob 
and burn their homes. Then, assuming that " protection 
of British subjects" demanded annexation, they have had 
reason to be exclusive. For a quarter of a century I 
have been in touch with South Africa. I am personally 
acquainted with General Joubert and with a prominent 
judge in their Supreme Court, and others of their leading 
men and women. They are a people where the Sabbath 
and the family altar are far more sacred than in Britain 
or America. In wealth and culture they are our peers. 
We shall be guilty if we do not insist on arbitration; 
and on arbitration that arbitrates fairly. Britain has no 
more right to dictate to that republic than she has to 
dictate to Massachusetts. Earnestly yours, 

George May Powell, 

President Arbitration Council, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



The American Flag. 

BY CECELIA DE VEBE. 
Bead at the Mystic Peace Convention. 

It was the emblem of a dawning day, 
Type of earth's brave, aggressive hope, 

The hope that called to freedom far away 
To take a heritage of broader scope. 

That flag flashed glory from the loftiest hight, 
Spanned with new smiles the solemn circling sky, 

Holding the stars it rescued from the night 
(The stars colonial) sparkling safe and high. 

Crushed nations gladly saw through blinding tears 
Emancipation's herald, true and bold, 

Oppression's air was rent with ringing cheers, 
And tyrants read their doom in every fold. 

The Young Republic waved it to the gale, 
Pressing through curling flame and rolling smoke; 

Strong, rapturous voices proudly bade it hail, 
While manhood trampled on a royal yoke. 

Bright broke the sunburst o'er the battlefield 
In splendid contest to its darkling woe, 

Fair rose our ensign, unto freedom sealed, 
As free from blood as morning's vivid glow. 

'Tis true brave men lay white beneath its bloom, 
While sorrow held its staff and wept their fall; 

Still of grim war it prophesied the doom, 
For honor raised it up at heaven's call. 

What was " Old Glory" ? Dreamed we it could fade, 
Or lose the loveliness that arched the tide ? 

Was it an idol for our homage made 

That matin music reared aloft with pride ? 



Whate'er it was, the world now sees with pain 
That flag subservient to greed's desire, 

Treason's black brand, fierce slaughter's crimson stain 
And whelming selfishness that blights like fire. 

The world now sees the banner of our boasts 
Bragged to debasement through invasion's crimes, 

Tattered and crumpled 'neath the putrid hosts 
Rapaciously cut down in their own climes. 

It will not cleanse through leagues of sea outspread, 

Nor purify below the tropic sun; 
It is the winding sheet of murdered dead, 

The pall of victories but lately won. 

O Liberty, bend o'er our flag and weep! 

Thy tears will fall, not on its stains alone, 
But they will fall that schemes so foul and deep 

Were bred like serpents in a land thine own; 

And that misguided patriotic sons 

Were slaughtering helpless ones on sea and shore, 
That "Christian" men stood calmly at their guns 

And saw poor victims deluged in their gore. 

Ah ! they forgot the angels' midnight song, 

These military slaves who must obey, 
Who dare not flinch however great the wrong 

That plants its hideous form in virtue's way. 

Poor military slaves! they prove apace 
The savage blindness that has ruled the years, 

When the fair flag that gladness brought the race 
Now symbolizes rapine, blood and tears. 

It should have fluttered to the angels' song, 
The song of morning stars, that still is sung; 

Men knelt with varying prayers through ages long, 
While but one answer from the chorus rung. 

Besieging centuries in garments red, 
In clotted rankling raiment, kept earth's ills, 

Till simple shepherds heard those strains o'erhead, 
Amid the stillness on Judea's hills. 

We trace a line of progress from that time; 

Learning and science lift their voices strong; 
The arts have reached an altitude sublime; 

Tradition was entrusted with the song. 

O deaf as well as blind the world hath been! 

It did not listen to the notes of peace, 
Nor hear the saving words, " Goodwill to men." 

The much it mastered still excluded these. 

Peacemakers, called the children of Great God, — 
Shall they not shout with joy's ecstatic thrill ? 

Shall they not send the messages abroad 
Of peace on earth and gentle, pure goodwill ? 

Yea, when Bethlehem's star doth shine within, 
And hearts are tuned to love's angelic sphere, 

The whole rich symphony this life shall win; 
Hark ! the sweet prelude even now we hear. 

Mount Lebanon, N. Y. 



The Christian Attitude Toward War 
in the Light of Recent History. 

BY EEV. ALEXANDER MACKENNAL, D. D., OP BOWDON, 
ENGLAND. 

Address delivered at the International Congregational Coun- 
cil, Boston, September 22, 1899. 

The second half of the century began with one of the 
most delightful of the visions which have enraptured the 
youth of the world. On May-day, 1851, the first Inter- 
national Industrial Exhibition was opened in London, 
and we looked on it as the symbol of an abiding peace 
among the civilized nations. Enlightened self-interest 
claimed to be a fellow- worker with the gospel; com- 



